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plan, You created the family as a special el

sign of Your love. FAMILY HANDBOOK
yom’f Son, Jesus, walked among us in the 2 O 2 5 - 2 O 2 6

family of Mary and Joseph. They created a
home in which the Word of God was revered,
obeyed, and (ived; where they grew in wisdom
and grace and gave of themselves unselfishly

to God, their family and others. FA”‘H FORM ATION FOR A\_\_

With the Holy Family as our model, help us to
keep You as the center of our [ives and reflect
our relationship with You in our homes.
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Bless and protect each of us, our families and

our parish, all members of God’s family.
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Send Your peace upon us and grant us the
grace to serve You and each other that in Stay Informed!
O[OWLg SO we maypTOVidé g[ory to you‘ Join Flocknote today for important updates via e-mail and text.

There are two easy ways to connect (pick one):

o Visit our church at: Flocknote.com/Oswego Catholic

Amen OR
9 text Oswego to 84576
from your phone to subscribe to updates



Rev. John Leo Oduor
Administrator

Therese Chawgo
Faith Formation Coordinator

Parish Office: 315-343-2333

WELCOME!

Many people will play a part in your child’s growing faith,
but as a parent, you will always be the most influential person

in your child’s spiritual formation in what you do and don't do.

With the Holy Spirit as your guide and Christ as the center of
your teaching, you can foster a home environment that
nourishes the whole child, mind, body, and spirit.

Inthis church
Inthis community

Inthe body of Christ
in Religious Education

Confirmation is conferred during the sophomore year

of high school. Preparation for the sacrament takes place during
the freshman and sophomore years. Students attending Catholic
High Schools are required to attend year two (2) of the
Confirmation process in their home parish.

Community Service

Jesus called us all to serve one another: “For I was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you come to visit me.”
Matthew 25:35-40 (NIV)

Community service opportunities are offered for all students
throughout the year. Group projects are recommended over
solitary projects. We require participation as a group, we do
not require a set number of hours.

Retreat Opportunities
“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got

up, left the house, and went off to a solitary place, where he
prayed.” Mark 1:35

We do half-day family retreats for those in the process of
making First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. Confirmation
students are required to make a retreat during the second prep
year. Other retreat and mission experiences are offered for the
entire community. Age appropriate retreats may be offered for
students throughout the year.



Grade 6

Your student might

e Look forward to participating in liturgical celebrations

e Recognize Jesus as an example to follow

e Relate messages in Scripture to his or her own life

e Likes rules, even though they may challenge them

e Experience conflict between a developing internal moral compass
and strong peer-group norms

Grade 7

Your student might:

e Be developing a spiritual identity based on their own religious
experience and a need for self-expression and independence

e May be developing physically at a different rate than others

e Is vulnerable to the influence of social media

e Do you express your love of your faith and your love of God?
Do you talk about God and your faith in the way you speak with
your child about other important subjects?

Grade 8

Your student might:

e Respond well to past and present role models of faith

e Capable of developing their potential as a role model for peers and
younger siblings

e May challenge previously accepted rules and norms

e May be preoccupied with their appearance

e Remain vulnerable to social media and needs to understand its
ethical and moral implications

REGISTRATION

Registration for all classes should be completed by October 1.
You may register online at our website christthegoodshepherd.org
or by completing a registration form available at the church
entrances or parish office. If your student will be making a sacra-
ment, they should be enrolled in classes the year prior. Ex: First
Reconciliation and Communion are in 2" grade. Your student
should have completed 1* grade Faith Formation or have been
enrolled in a Catholic school prior to studying for the sacrament.

GOAL

With regular attendance both at class and in Mass your child will

e Grow in a relationship with God and other people,

e Read the word of God in Holy Scripture,

e Open their hearts to God in prayer,

« Discern a strong sense of purpose as a response to God's call,

o Develop self-discipline in all areas of his or her life, and

o Be prepared for life within the parish and the larger Christian
community.

DID YOU KNOW?

Your home is the Domestic Church. If we are not working together
then our goals become meaningless. Parents’ involvement at
home, teaching and living the faith, supports and reinforces what
we are teaching in class. “The role of the parents in education is

of such importance that it is almost impossible to provide an
adequate substitute,” and “the right and duty of parents to educate
their children are primordial and inalienable.” CCC 2221



Policy and Procedures

ACCIDENT/ILLNESS

If your child becomes ill or has an accident during Faith
Formation activities, the parent/guardian or emergency contact
will be notified. Basic First Aid will be given and an accident
report will be filed.

ATTENDANCE

To receive the maximum benefit from the Faith Formation
programs, students should attend all sessions and Mass

on a regular basis. If your child will be absent, please contact the
Faith Formation office via email: tchawgo@syrdio.org. We will no
longer offer at-home classes unless there is a physical disability
prohibiting attendance in a classroom situation. Sports students
should strive to attend as many classes as possible.

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL

Our catechists try to arrive prior to the students but there are
those occasions where something comes up. Please do not
leave your child unless there is a staff member in the classroom.

Grade school students should always be picked up in their

classroom! Please do not tell your child to meet you in the
parking lot. If it is necessary to do so, please let staff know
either in person or by a note. This is for your child’s safety.

Sunday Evening students are released at the end of class.
If they need to leave before then, please email the
Coordinator.

Grade 3

Your student may:

Enjoy ceremonies, rituals, and symbolism

Expresses interest in devotions, such as religious processions,
wearing religious medals, and learning about sacramentals
Engage in a wide variety of learning activities, such as
puzzles, crosswords, and games

Curious about how things work and may seem to want an
explanation for almost everything

Responds to clear and direct instruction as well as the
opportunity to observe sound moral behavior in the lives of
significant adults, in his or her own life, and in the lives of
saints and holy people

Grade 4

Your student may:

Enjoy rituals of liturgy as well as family

Has a great sense of God's presence

Sees God as faithful, just, and fair and trusts that things will
work out with God in charge

Is interested in your prayer life

May look forward to meals with the whole family

Grade 5

Your student may:

Enjoys Bible stories, especially new testament about Jesus
and stories about the saints

Likes to explain and begins to demand explanations

for issues and relationships they find as confusing or
inconsistent

Becomes very aware of inclusion in peer groups
Beginning to recognize how they might serve their
community



CURRICULUM

PreK/Kindergarten:

Your child might be able to:

e Express simple prayers

o Seeks reassurance of God's love through the care and concern of
adults in their lives

e Enjoys stories, activities, crafts and exchanging ideas with other chil-
dren.

e May express thoughts through drawing and coloring

Grade 1

e Has a sense of wonder and awe

e Shows a growing sense of the sacred

e Learns best by doing, participating in games and activities

e Marked increase of cognitive development

e Has a vivid imagination and enjoys hearing stories, poems and songs

Grade 2

e Enjoys celebration of the liturgical seasons, seasons of the year, and
feast days

o Comfortable with prayer and capable of taking simple prayers to
heart and praying spontaneously in a conversational style

e Developing a sense of humor

o Developing a moral sense through their own experiences

Sacramental Preparation

All sacramental preparation courses are multi-age groupings up to the
age of 12 for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. First Reconciliation
is completed during the first semester. First Eucharist is completed at the
end of the second semester and is only open to those students who
satisfactorily completed First Reconciliation. All Sacraments are conferred
through Christ the Good Shepherd. Home schooling is no longer
available for any preparation.

CALENDAR

We have an annual calendar at the beginning of the year,
how-ever, this is only tentative. We do NOT always follow the
school schedule. You will receive emails to update you regarding
changes of dates or class happenings.

CANCELLATION OF CLASSES

For Sunday Class cancellations, please check your email. We live in
the land of lake effect and if we do not cancel, we will defer to
your judgement as to whether you plan to bring your student. For
Monday Classes, if Oswego City School classes are cancelled or
dismissed early, then we are also closed. There will be no personal
notifications.

CELL PHONES, I-PADS, TOYS, LASER POINTERS, ETC.
iPads, toys, laser pointers, etc. are NOT allowed in the classroom

at any time. These are distractions to all involved and we are not to
be held responsible for these items. Cell phones are allowed in the
classroom but should be put away unless required for class work.

FOOD

For Sunday a.m. and Monday p.m. classes, please remember we
only have your child for an hour, please feed them prior to class.
Please do not bring food to class.

HEALTH INFORMATION

Please inform the Coordinator regarding any health concerns that
may affect your student during Faith Formation. This information
may be shared with your child’s catechist if needed.



MASS TIMES

We are called to attend Mass at least once a week

and on Holy Days of Obligation (remember to keep

holy the sabbath day). Masses are offered at:

CTGS - Saturday at 4:30pm, Sunday at 8:00am and 10:30am
OLPH - Saturday at 4:00pm, Sunday at 9:00am

OLR - Sunday at 10:15am

HNC - Sunday at 6:30pm

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

The Church recognizes the supreme responsibility of parents as
the first and foremost teachers of their children in matters of
faith. Your example, prayer life, and participation in the weekly
Sunday liturgy and other Sacraments speak volumes to your
children. There are many ways to formally involve yourself in
the life of the parish. What do you feel called to do?

VOLUNTEERS

All volunteers who have contact with children or vulnerable
adults must complete Safe Environment training and pass a
background check. This is for the safety, well-being and
protection of all.

PARKING LOT

Please use extreme caution in the parking lots. Please come to
the classroom to pick up your student.

VISITORS

Your child is welcome to bring visitors to our program!
This is one way a student can answer the call to evangelize!!

“An evangelizer must never look like someone who
has just come back from a funeral,” Pope Francis
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Q Parent Testimonials

“T've learned so much by sitting outside the
classroom this year!”

“I'm not a Catholic, but have decided after
listening to my child’s classroom teacher that I
want to become one!
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